The Supply
verse to the existence of the "born prostitute/' but in favor of congenital defect as providing soil favorable to immorality.24 One hundred and fifty-five Berlin cases between 12 and 21 years of age, yield an equally striking result; 30% are reported as "intact/' 23%, as feeble; 43%, as psychopathic; 66% are therefore abnormal.25 Premature development on the sex side is also frequently encountered. Among Lindblad's 800 cases, 52 had had sexual intercourse before they were 15 years old; in more, before they were sixteen.26 In these instances there was presumably a lack of self-control, fyit not necessarily always a lack of the very possibility of acquiring it, such as the degeneration argument requires. How far these statistics are reliable, representative, or significant, it is impossible to determine. Expert scientific study of large numbers of women from each orf the different strata. c*f prostitution, without as well as within prisons, reformatories, hospitals and*refuges is needed in order to clear up the question. For though degeneracy and native depravity may account for the prostitute alone or in connection with other facts, her conduct and qualities are also otherwise explicable. The women involved have, as we have learned, undeveloped intelligence to begin with; riotous sex-indulgence, the loss of shame,
24 Quoted by P. Pollitz, Die Psychologic des Verbrechers (Leipzig, 1909) p. 89. It must be observed that just as Branthwaite's high percentage is due to complication with inebriacy, so Bpn-hoffer's must be regarded as complicated by criminality. A similar investigation dealing with the tramps and beggars of Breslau has been made by Bonho-ffer; see "Bin Beitrag sur Kenntnis des grosstddtischen Bettel- und Vagabondentums" (Berlin, 1900.)
25Helene F. Stelzner, Gibt es geborene Prostituierte? (Dresden, 1911) p. 9-
26 Report, Swedish Commission, Vol. Ill, p. 10.
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